《Coke’s Commentary on the Holy Bible – Zephaniah》(Thomas Coke)
Commentator

Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ZEPHANIAH. 

ZEPHANIAH was of the tribe of Simeon. The Jews are of opinion, that his ancestors, recited at the beginning of his prophet, were all prophets themselves. We have no exact knowledge either of his actions, or of the time of his death. He lived under king Josiah, who began to reign in the year of the world 3363, before Christ 637. The description which Zephaniah gives of the disorders that prevailed in Judah in his time, leads us to judge that he prophesied before the eighteenth year of Josiah; that is to say, before this prince had reformed the abuses and corruptions prevailing in his dominions. See 2 Kings 22:3-13. Besides, he foretels the destruction of Nineveh, chap. Zephaniah 2:13 which could not fall out before the sixteenth year of Josiah; allowing, with Berosus, twenty-one years to the reign of Nabopolassar over the Chaldeans. Therefore we must necessarily place the beginning of Zephaniah's prophesy at the beginning of the reign of Josiah. The style of this prophet is poetical, but contains nothing remarkable either with respect to the disposition of his subject, or the colouring of his diction. His method and his subject bear so near a resemblance to Jeremiah, that Saint Isidore asserts him to have been his abbreviator; nor is this the only prophet whom he resembles, as every one must own who compares him with Joel. See Calmet and Bishop Lowth. 

01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
CHAP. I. 

God's severe judgment against Judah for divers sins. 

Before Christ 612. 

Verse 2
Zephaniah 1:2. I will utterly consume— I am about to take away. Houbigant, to put to death and destroy. This first chapter contains the general threatening against all the people whom the Lord had appointed to the slaughter; against Judah, and against those who leap on the threshold; that is, the Philistines. See 1 Samuel 5:5. In the second chapter he inveighs against Moab, against Ammon, against Cush, against the Phoenicians and Assyrians; and there he foretels the fall of Nineveh, which happened in the year of the world 3378. The third chapter has two parts; the first contains invectives and threatenings against Jerusalem; and the second gives comfortable assurances of a return from the captivity, and of a happy flourishing condition. Calmet. 

Verse 3
Zephaniah 1:3. I will consume, &c.— I will take away; namely, from the land of Judah. Houbigant; who, instead of, And the stumbling-blocks with the wicked, reads, I will bring ruin on the wicked. Others read, The stumbling-blocks of the wicked; whereby must be meant idols and their worshippers. 

Verse 4
Zephaniah 1:4. The name of the Chemarims, &c.— Of the [idolatrous] sacrificers with the priests. See the note on 2 Kings 23:5. 

Verse 5
Zephaniah 1:5. And them that worship, and that swear, &c.— And those worshippers, who, when they swear by the Lord, swear also by Melchom; that is to say, who would unite together the worship of Jehovah, and that of Melchom, the idol of the Ammonites. See 2 Kings 18. 

Verse 7
Zephaniah 1:7. He hath bid— He hath appointed his guests, that is to say, the Babylonians. 

Verse 9
Zephaniah 1:9. Those that leap on the threshold— Over the threshold. Houbigant. Calmet observes, that this alludes to the custom of the Philistines, when they enter the temple of Dagon; but the author of the Observations is of a different opinion. That notion can have nothing to recommend it, says he, I think, but its being supposed by so old a writer as the Chaldee paraphrast: he is of opinion, that it alludes to the custom of riding into the houses, spoken of in the note on Proverbs 17:19 and he observes, that such as are clothed with strange apparel, Zephaniah 1:8 are words which, in this connection, seem only to mean the rich, who are conscious of such power and influence, as to dare in a time of oppression and danger to avow their riches, and who therefore were not afraid to wear the costly manufactures of strange countries, Ezekiel 27:7 though they were neither magistrates, nor of a royal descent. A great number of attendants is a modern piece of oriental magnificence. It appears to have been so anciently. See Ecclesiastes 5:11. These servants now, it is most certain, frequently attend their master on horseback, richly attired, sometimes to the number of twenty-five or thirty. If they did so anciently, such a number of servants attending great men, (who are represented by this very prophet, ch. Zephaniah 3:3 as at that time, in common, terrible oppressors) may be naturally supposed to ride into the people's houses, and having gained an admission by deceit, to force from them by violence large contributions; for this riding into houses is now practised by the Arabs, and consequently might be practised by others too anciently. It is not now peculiar to the Arabs; for Le Bruyn, after describing the magnificent furniture of several of the Armenian merchants at Julfa, that suburb of Ispahan in which they live, tells us, that the front door of the greatest part of these houses is very small, partly to hinder the Persians from entering into them on horseback, and partly that they may less observe the magnificence within. To which should be added, what he elsewhere observes, that these Armenians are treated with great rigour and insolence by the Persians. If this text refers to a violence of this sort, they are the thresholds of the oppressed over which they leaped; not the thresholds of the oppressive masters, (which some have supposed,) when they returned home loaden with the spoil. See Observations, p. 57. 

Verse 10
Zephaniah 1:10. A cry from the fish-gate— Which was at the entering of the city. Some render the next clause, And a howling from the middle part of the city: but Houbigant renders it, A howling from Misna; or from the second city which Manasseh built. 

Verse 11
Zephaniah 1:11. Maktesh— This may be interpreted, says Houbigant, rock; what follows points out the place of the city where the merchants and silversmiths lived, and which perhaps was so named from a certain rock that was situated there. Instead of, All they that bear silver, Houbigant reads, All they that are loaded with silver. 

Verse 12
Zephaniah 1:12. The men that are settled on their lees— The prophet here describes those men, who, trusting in their riches, paid very little regard to the threats of the prophets, and seemed intirely safe in their own eyes, while they kept their beloved treasures near them. 

Verse 14
Zephaniah 1:14. Even the voice of the day of the Lord— For the message of the day of the Lord shall be bitter: The mighty man shall howl upon it. Houbigant. See 2 Kings 21:14; 2 Kings 21:26. 

Verse 15
Zephaniah 1:15. Of wasteness— Calamity or tumult. Zephaniah 1:17. Their flesh] Their carcases. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have, 

1. An account of the inspired penman of this prophesy, Zephaniah, whose ancestors for four generations prior to him are mentioned, probably as men of distinguished note; and some have thought him of the blood-royal, and a descendant from Hezekiah, king of Judah, the same word in the original as Hizkiah. He lived in the best times, even in the reforming reign of Josiah; and yet we find that the people in reality, many of them at least, notwithstanding their apparent change, continued bad, very bad; or they quickly relapsed, and departed from their promising beginnings. Of so short continuance are the effects wrought by the most zealous reformers among a backsliding people. The word of the Lord came to the prophet; for he spake not in his own name, but as the Spirit gave him utterance. 

2. The burden of his prophesy is the approaching destruction of the land of Judaea, and all things therein, both man and beast. 

[1.] I will consume and cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord; even the good men that yet remain will be involved in the national calamity. But the wicked are especially intended: against them the Lord will stretch out his hand, in wrath to smite and consume them from the earth, with their stumbling-blocks, those hated idols, which constituted their mortal sin. I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place; those who, notwithstanding all Josiah's care, still continued the worship of Baal: and the name of the Chemarims with the priests. The Chemarims were idolatrous priests, as the word is translated, 2 Kings 23:5 so called either from the black garments that they wore, or from their faces blackened with the smoke of the fires where they sacrificed. These should be cut off, yea, their very name buried in oblivion, or mentioned with detestation. And those who on house-tops worship the host of heaven shall share the same fate; with all those who swear by the Lord, or to the Lord and Melchom, or Moloch, seeking to reconcile the inconsistent services of both, and pretending to worship them together, irreconcileable as that must for ever be: and them that are turned back from the Lord, apostates from the profession which they once made: and those that have not sought the Lord, nor inquired for him, careless and prayerless sinners, who never troubled themselves about God, his worship, or service; these will he destroy together. Note; (1.) The prayerless soul is a lost soul. (2.) They who seek to reconcile their religion with the ways of the world, and would serve God and Mammon together, just go so far as the devil desires. If they swear by Melchom, conform to the maxims, customs, or vanities of the world, they may serve God in form as much as they please, but they will be numbered with the transgressors. 

[2.] I will consume the beasts, the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea; being designed for man's comfort, they are involved in his punishment, when by sin he forfeits all his mercies. 

2nd, The day of vengeance approaches, and the nation, as a sacrifice to divine justice, is ready to be offered up; and the Lord hath bid his guests, the Babylonians, or the fowls of the heaven, to feed upon the carcases of the slain. 

1. Those are described who are devoted to destruction. 

[1.] The princes, and the king's children; for judgment begins with the highest: and all such as are clothed with strange apparel; either the vestments in which they worshipped their idols; or they affected in their dress to imitate their heathen neighbours in finery and extravagance, and their clothes proclaimed their pride and the vanity of their hearts. 

[2.] The oppressors, who leap on the threshold, who daringly thrust themselves in at their neighbour's door, and seize what comes to hand; filling their master's houses with violence and deceit; who set them on this wickedness, and protect them from justice and punishment. 

[3.] The rich merchants, and all they that bear silver, having plenty of money to trade, and buy and sell, and get gain. 

[4.] All that are settled on their lees; living in pleasure, affluence, ease, and carnal security; and this begetting infidelity; that say in their heart, though, like many other practical atheists, they dare not openly avow their sentiments, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil; denying his providential government of the world; and that neither his service would be attended with reward, nor sin with any punishment; leaving him out of their sight, and intimating, in fact, that there was no God. And as it is so much for their interest that there should be none, sensualists would fain persuade themselves that there is none: but such as these God will assuredly detect and punish. I will search Jerusalem with candles, that none may be able to hide themselves; and punish them with judgments from which none shall be able to escape. Note; Many are driven to the dreadful and deceitful refuge of infidelity, that they may silence conscience thereby, and enjoy their guilty pleasures undisturbed. 

2. Their cry will be terrible when the stroke of vengeance descends. In that day, saith the Lord, there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish-gate, of the miserable inhabitants flying before their Chaldean pursuers; and a great crushing from the hills; either of the enemy shouting and rushing on to the slaughter, or of the houses of the nobles, built on the highest part of Zion and Moriah, now plundered and beat to the ground. Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, a street of Jerusalem into which the enemy broke; or it is put for the whole body of the people, howling over their desolations; Their merchants are cut down, and their substance is become a spoil to the Chaldeans: yea, their goods are become a booty; and their houses, which they built, flattering themselves with a long abode in them, are become a desolation; and the vineyards that they planted, afford their produce not to them, but to their conquerors. 

3. The prophet with all others who are like him are commanded to hold their peace at the presence of the Lord God, not daring to dispute against his righteous judgments, nor suffered to open their mouths to pray for a people devoted to destruction. 

3rdly, If any thing can alarm the sinners in Zion, the prophet's awful warnings must surely do it. 

1. The great day of the Lord, when he will take vengeance on the Jews by the sword of the Babylonians, is near; it is near, and hasteth greatly; but a moment remains to fly from this devouring fire. It is madness for the sinner to slumber, whose damnation slumbereth not. 

2. This will be a day of terror and dismay. The voice of the day of the Lord will strike a panic into the boldest; the mighty men shall cry there bitterly, quite dispirited, and wringing their hands when they should grasp the sword. That day is a day of wrath; of the wrath of God, and of the fury of the Chaldeans, his instruments of vengeance: a day of trouble and distress to the miserable inhabitants; of wasteness and desolation to the whole land, to Jerusalem, the temple, and all the cities thereof: a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, without a gleam of hope, and big with despair: A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers, spreading horror and dismay on every side. And I will bring distress upon men, perplexed, and not knowing which way to turn; that they shall walk like blind men, rushing upon their own ruin. 

3. Destruction universal and unavoidable will ensue. Their blood shall be poured out as dust, so profusely, so disregarded; and their flesh as the dung; their carcases left unburied on the earth. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath; for in that day they profit not: but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy; so furious that nothing can stay the raging flames: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land, and leave them neither root nor branch. Note; It is a fearful thing indeed to fall into the hands of a jealous God. 

4. Sin, sin, that accursed thing, is the cause of all this misery. Because they have sinned against the Lord; this is the provocation, and the sting of every affliction: it is this which puts the worm that never dies into the conscience, and kindles the flames which never can be quenched. O sin, sin, what hast thou done! 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
CHAP. II. 

An exhortation to repentance. The judgment of the Philistines, of Moab and Ammon, of Ethiopia and Assyria. 

Before Christ 612. 

Verse 1
Zephaniah 2:1. O nation not desired— O nation, that receiveth not instruction. Houbigant renders this and the next verse as follows: O nation without knowledge. Zephaniah 2:2. Before you be carried away as the chaff, when the day shall come; before the fierce anger, &c. 

Verse 3
Zephaniah 2:3. Which have wrought his judgment— Keep his judgments. Houbigant. 

Verse 4
Zephaniah 2:4. For Gaza shall be forsaken— For, lo, Gaza is forsaken; and so throughout, in the present tense: as much as to say, "Behold, the cities of the Philistines are taken and plundered by this victorious people; therefore your destruction draweth nigh." After Psammiticus king of Egypt, who took the cities of the Philistines, his son Necho came, who carried away king Jehoahaz in bonds. See Houbigant. 

Verse 5
Zephaniah 2:5. The Cherethites— The Cretans. They are supposed to have been a colony of the Philistines. See the note on 1 Samuel 30:14. 

Verse 7
Zephaniah 2:7. The coast shall be for the remnant— That is, the Maccabees who subdued the Philistines and the Ammonites. See Zephaniah 2:9. 

Verse 9
Zephaniah 2:9. Even the breeding of nettles— A forsaken place of nettles. Houbigant. Instead of my people, in the last clause, Houbigant reads my nation. 

Verse 11
Zephaniah 2:11. For he will famish, &c.— He will dissipate. Houbigant. But Bishop Warburton observes, that the expression, as it stands in our version, is noble, and alludes to the popular superstitions of Paganism, which conceived that the gods were nourished by the steam of sacrifices. But when were the heathen gods thus famished, but in the first ages of Christianity? Every one from his place, or in his place; that is to say, they were not to go up to Jerusalem to worship;—even all the isles of the heathens. But when did they worship the God of Israel, every one from his place, before the preaching of the apostles? Then indeed their speedy and general conversion distinguished them from the rest of the nation. Houbigant observes, that the calling of the Gentiles is mentioned here very appositely, and in its proper place, as in order of time it followed soon after the kingdom of the Maccabees. 

Verse 13
Zephaniah 2:13. Will make Nineveh a desolation— Dr. Prideaux observes, that, Chyniladanus being king of the Assyrian and Babylonian empire, Nabopolassar his general took the latter from him, in the sixteenth year of Josiah; fourteen years after which, Sarracus the king was slain, and Nineveh destroyed, which completed the fall of Assyria. Rauwolff observes in his Travels, that on this side the river Tigris in Mesopotamia, it is so sandy and dry, that you would think you were in the middle of the deserts of Arabia. See Prideaux's Connection, An. 612 and 626. 

Verse 14
Zephaniah 2:14. And flocks shall lie down, &c.— And flocks of every kind of animals shall lie down in the midst of her: both the pelican and the porcupine shall lodge in the upper chapiters or carved work of it: the voice of birds shall be heard through the window; the crow shall sit in the thresholds; for her roofs of cedar shall be made bare; or, he shall uncover her cedar-work. Houbigant. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, God warns before he strikes, that sinners may have time to repent, and prevent the threatened judgments. 

1. A summons is sent to this people. Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, to fast and pray, and humble your souls; or search yourselves; examine your ways, that you may discover your sins, and turn unto the Lord, O nation not desired, or not desirous after God and his favour; negligent and careless, and ignorant of divine things, or not pleasing to him, but odious through the multitude of their provocations. 

2. They are urged instantly to lay their case to heart, before the decree bring forth, and be put in execution; before the day pass as the chaff, when they should be driven into captivity, unable to withstand their fate, as chaff before the whirlwind; before the fierce anger of the Lord, the day of the Lord's anger, come upon you; terrible beyond expression. Delays are dangerous, where eternity is at stake and the wrath of God is threatened: we need be quickened to seize the present moment; and to-day, whilst it is called to-day, not to harden our hearts. 

3. The few gracious souls among them are addressed, whatever others do, to make their calling and election sure. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth: this is the character of God's people; they are meek and lowly of heart, patient under the provocations of men, and submissive under the afflictive providences of God: which have wrought his judgment; obedient to his laws, observant of his worship. Such as these, who will receive the word of exhortation, are enjoined to seek the Lord by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. Seek righteousness, seek meekness; a greater increase of grace, that they may be more holy and exemplary; for none who know themselves can rest in any present attainments, conscious how short they come at the best; and therefore, forgetting those things which are behind, they reach forth unto those things which are before, pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

4. There is hope that such faithful souls may escape the general desolations, and, by a peculiar, interposition of Divine Providence, be hid in the day of the Lord's anger, and not perish with their ungodly countrymen: but, whether involved in temporal calamities or not with others, it not only may be, but it certainly shall be, that such shall be hid in the great day of his wrath. 

2nd, The neighbouring nations are here called to the bar, and their doom read. Though judgment begins at the house of God, it will not end there. The Philistines were the ancient enemies of Israel, and would rejoice at their fall; but they are destined to the same destruction. 

1. They shall be extirpated. God pronounces a woe against them, with their neighbours the Cherethites, unless this be another name for the Philistines. Their capital cities are devoted to ruin: they must fall since God's word is against them, whose determined purposes are irresistible. Their destruction will be universal; not an inhabitant shall be left; and their sea-coast, where their cities once stood full of inhabitants, shall only now afford a few miserable cottages, where shepherds watch and fold their flocks. 

2. Judah shall possess the land, repair and inhabit their cities in peace, when the Lord shall visit them, and turn away their captivity, which was fulfilled after their return from Babylon, in the days of the Maccabees. 

3rdly, Moab and Ammon, the children of Lot, are joined together, alike in sin and in suffering. 

1. Their sins are, [l.] Reproach and reviling of God's people, insulting them in the day of their calamity, and probably helping forward their ruin; and they magnified themselves against their border, seizing what lay contiguous to their country: but God heard, and noted their words and works, and will recompense them. [2.] Their pride. Puffed up with self-conceit, they looked on the people of the Lord of Hosts as contemptible, and arrogantly despised their religion and their God. Note; Pride is the first-born of hell, and in God's sight most odious. 

2. Their judgment is the same; condemned to an overthrow terrible as that of Sodom and Gomorrah, their country shall become barren and uncultivated as a wilderness; and Israel, whom they have insulted, shall, after their return from Babylon, spoil them, and possess the country, after it had begun to revive from the desolations of Nebuchadnezzar: and this is confirmed by the oath of the Lord of Hosts, none of whose words shall fail. Note; They who have trampled on others, are brought in just judgment under the feet of those whom they thus insulted. 

3. A gracious promise, which respects the times of the gospel, closes the burthen of Moab and Ammon. God will not only be terrible to them, but he will famish or bring leanness upon all the gods of the earth, when idolatry before the power of the gospel of Jesus should be destroyed; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, or in his place, without going up to Jerusalem, the spiritual sacrifices of prayer and praise being acceptable now in every place; even all the isles of the heathen: and, blessed be God, we see the promise fulfilled graciously to us in this land. 

4thly, The inhabitants of Arabia, or Ethiopia, and the Assyrians, with Nineveh their capital, are devoted to destruction, which was brought upon them by Nebuchadnezzar. And we have, 

1. The state of prosperity and security in which Nineveh had been. This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly; mirth and jollity once rang through her palaces; and, fearless of danger, no melancholy thought interrupted the jocund hours: that said in her heart, I am, and there is none besides me; none to be compared to me for wealth, strength, and beauty. But when self-complacence swells the bosom of the proud, and security lulls the sinner to his deceitful rest, ruin hangs over him, wrath is at his heels. 

2. The miserable situation to which Nineveh shall be reduced. Turned to a heap of ruins, these proud palaces shall become the den of wild bears, and the abode of every rueful ominous bird. The description is inimitably beautiful, and which a comment cannot but debase. It expresses the utter desolation which would ensue; and every passenger who shall behold the scene, while they wonder at the fearful change, will hiss and wag the hand, insulting over her fall, who so often insulted over others. 

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
CHAP. III. 

A reproof of Jerusalem for diverse sins. An exhortation to wait for the restoration of Israel, and to rejoice for their salvation by God. 

Before Christ 612. 

Verse 1
Zephaniah 3:1. Woe to her that is filthy, &c.— Woe to her that provoketh wrath, and is defiled; to the oppressed city; or city of oppressors. Zephaniah 3:2. Which heareth not the voice, nor receiveth instruction, nor hath hope in Jehovah, nor approacheth to her God. Zephaniah 3:3. Whose princes, &c.—They do not gnaw the bones or, they leave no bones to gnaw in the morning; or, they rest not even till the morning. Houbigant; who observes, that the prophet in this verse compares the judges of Jerusalem to evening wolves, because they begin to hunt for their prey in the evening, yet they continue to do so throughout the whole night, and even till the morning. 

Verse 5
Zephaniah 3:5. Every morning, &c.— That is, "Every day he fails not to give fresh evidences of his justice upon these princes, false prophets, and idolatrous priests." The allusion is to the custom of the Jews and neighbouring nations, who passed judgments only in the morning. 

Verse 7
Zephaniah 3:7. Thou wilt receive instruction— Thou, that is, Jerusalem, whom, nevertheless, the examples of the neighbouring nations, whom God had destroyed, Zephaniah 3:6 profited not. Instead of, But they rose early, &c. Houbigant reads, But they delayed not to worship their vain gods. 

Verse 8
Zephaniah 3:8. Therefore— Nevertheless. "Notwithstanding these provocations, I exhort the pious among you to expect the accomplishment of the promises which I have made of restoring the Jewish nation to my favour: in order to which, I will execute remarkable judgments upon the unbelievers and disobedient." It is very common with the prophets to subjoin the most comfortable promises to the most fearful threatenings, and, after having denounced the captivity, to foretel the deliverance of the people; but the prophet here seems to look farther; even to the Gospel times, and perhaps to the future and final restoration of the Jews. See the following verses. 

Verse 9
Zephaniah 3:9. For then will I turn, &c.— Houbigant renders it, For then will I pour into the people a pure language; that they may all invoke the name of Jehovah, and serve him with one shoulder; that is to say, with unanimity and consent; alluding to the unanimity of the Levites in carrying the ark. The prophet foretels the same things here with Joel, Joel 2:28. I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, &c. 

Verse 10
Zephaniah 3:10. From beyond the rivers, &c.— From the borders of the rivers of Ethiopia, those whom I have hitherto dispersed shall become my suppliants, and shall bring me an offering. Houbigant. The Jews, dispersed in the most distant countries, as the farthest parts of Ethiopia, shall come into the Christian church, and there pay their adorations to the God of their fathers. 

Verse 11
Zephaniah 3:11. Them that rejoice in thy pride— Those who raised, or caused thy pride; namely, the Jewish priests and scribes, who proudly boasted themselves against the Messiah; and in whose stead the Lord introduced the meek and lowly people, the disciples of Christ; Zephaniah 3:12. Instead of, not be ashamed—and, because of my holy mountain, we may read, not be put to shame and in my holy mountain. 

Verse 14
Zephaniah 3:14. Sing, O daughter of Zion— These hymns of joy, though in some measure applicable to the return of the captivity, yet in their full propriety belong to the times of the Gospel. The king of Israel, spoken of in the next verse, is Jesus Christ, who reigns truly over his people, by his empire of grace and of love. 

Verse 16
Zephaniah 3:16. Let not thine hands be slack— Let not thine hands fall down. Houbigant. See Hebrews 12:12. 

Verse 17
Zephaniah 3:17. He will save, &c.— He will bring salvation; he will rejoice and be glad over thee; he will renew his love, and joy over thee with singing, as in a solemn assembly. Zephaniah 3:18. For I will take away those who oppressed thee; they shall be far from thee, that they may bring no reproach upon thee. Houbigant. 

Verse 19
Zephaniah 3:19. I will undo, &c.— I will oppress. Houbigant; who observes, that from the 13th verse to the end of the chapter, the prophet speaks of the last return and restoration of the Jews; as the former part respected the rising church of the Christians; for Sion and Jerusalem point out the Jewish nation, which shall not see evil any more, as they saw it in the last destruction of their city and state by the Romans. Instead of before your eyes, in the next verse, it should be read before their eyes; that is, the eyes of the people of all the earth. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Jerusalem again is the burthen of this prophesy: where God might justly have expected all obedience, there nothing is found but abomination. 

1. The whole city is full of wickedness. Woe to her that is filthy and polluted with complicated sins; to the oppressing city, where lawless violence prevailed. She obeyed not the voice; disobedient to God's will, and paying no regard to his law: she received not correction; neither the admonitions of the prophets, nor the rod of afflictive providences, produced any good effect. She trusted not in the Lord, but in her idols and heathen allies: she drew not near to her God; breaking the covenant, forsaking the God of her mercies, and restraining prayer before him; which some particularly apply to the Pharisees in the days of Christ, who were full of uncleanness, trusted in themselves, and came not to Jesus for pardon, righteousness, and salvation. 

2. The leading men are chief in transgression. The nobles and judges are rapacious and cruel as roaring lions and evening wolves, when, driven by hunger, they sally forth in search of prey; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow, or in the morning; eating up on the spot even the very bones of the prey which falls into their hands. Her prophets are light and treacherous; their vain conduct gave the lie to their pretensions, and their word tended to betray the interests of religion, and to ruin the souls of men. Note; Levity in a minister must render him a discredit to his profession. Her priests were faithless; they polluted the sanctuary by their sins, which they should have adorned by the purity of their lives: and did violence to the law; perverted it by false glosses, or contradicted what it taught by their bad examples: these, therefore, shall receive greater damnation. 

3. Their sins were aggravated by many considerations: 

[1.] God's presence was eminently with them. The just Lord is in the midst of thee; his Shechinah dwelt among them; he beheld all their ways, which could not but provoke the eyes of his holiness. He will not do iniquity; nor can he suffer it in others with impunity. Every morning doth he bring his judgment to light; sending his prophets to warn men of the evil and danger of their ways. He faileth not, with long patience and constant admonitions to call them to repentance: but the unjust knoweth no shame: never blushing at their guilt or their ingratitude; and they who are past shame are past cure. 

[2.] He had executed judgments on other nations, that they might take warning; destroying their cities, and leaving their land desolate without inhabitants. I said, Surely thou wilt fear me; affected with the sufferings of others, and not daring to provoke a jealous God. Thou wilt receive instruction, by their sad case; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them; his visitations being designed to rescue them from destruction, if they heard the rod, and who had appointed it. But, 

[3.] They rose early, and corrupted all their doings; grew worse and worse, filling up the measure of their iniquities; and wilfully rushed on their ruin. Note; Damned souls will to eternity have only their own obstinacy and folly to blame. How oft would I have gathered you, and ye would not. 

2ndly, Amidst all the desolations determined, the prospect of the days of the Messiah gives some reviving hopes to the pious, who are commanded to wait still upon God, and expect his salvation. 

1. He will rise up to avenge himself, and seize the prey; for which purpose he assembles the nations of the ungodly, to pour out upon them his wrath, who refuse to submit to the proffers of his grace, and obey not his Gospel. Or the sense may be, He will assemble the kingdoms, the Roman army collected from them, to pour upon them, the Jewish people, mine indignation, for rejecting their Messiah; and their whole country shall be devoured with the fire of my jealously. 

2. He will set up and establish the gospel kingdom throughout the world, and bring the nations to the obedience of the faith, particularly in the latter days, which are here more particularly referred to: For then will I turn to the people a pure language; the converting grace of God effectually changing the conversation; so that renewed souls speak a different language from what they used to do, telling now of the things which God hath done for their souls, and with one mind and one mouth glorifying him: and the pious among all nations shall have one common tongue, and join in the same blessed service of prayer and praise, calling upon the name of the Lord, and serving him with one consent. And thus God's dispersed people, now brought to humble supplicants, from Egypt and all the places of their dispersion, shall come, bringing their offering, even their bodies, souls, and spirits, a living sacrifice to God. Prayer is the immediate voice of the humbled sinner; and every true supplicant, not only in words but in deed, presents himself to God, to glorify him, not only in his lips but in his life. In that day, in those last days especially, their shame shall be done away, their sins being forgiven, and the power of them subdued. The proud and self-righteous, the hypocrites, such as were the Scribes and Pharisees who trusted in their services at the temple, and on their works and doings, shall then be destroyed, nothing being more offensive to God, than that high conceit which such miserable sinners entertain of their own formal services and imperfect duties. I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people; as when the Chaldeans carried all the nobles captives, and left the poor of the land for husbandmen and vine-dressers. And God's people are in general a poor people, afflicted frequently with temptations and persecution; poor, generally in worldly goods, always in spirit; sensible of their own wants, and beggars at the door of mercy for the bread of life: and they shall trust in the name of the Lord, in his infinite merit, as the only ground of their acceptance before God. The remnant of Israel, these poor afflicted faithful souls, shall not do iniquity, but by the grace of God shall be enabled to walk in all holy conversation and godliness; nor speak lies, truth stamping all their words; being obedient to the doctrines of the Gospel, and holding the truth in the light and love of it: neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; for they shall feed, as the sheep of Christ's pasture, on the ordinances, and lie down in peace under the protection of their great Shepherd; and none shall make them afraid; none of their enemies, spiritual or temporal, shall be able to terrify or to destroy them; for their heart standeth fast, and trusteth in the Lord. 

3rdly, The promises made in the latter part of this chapter have a most immediate respect to the restoration of the Jews in the last days; for though they had some fulfilment in their deliverance from Babylon, yet after that they saw evil again, and are now lying under the longest and heaviest of all their afflictions; but when God shall fulfil this word, they shall not see evil any more. 

Zion is called upon to rejoice and shout for joy in the prospect of her approaching glorious restoration; and she is enjoined no longer to fear or be dispirited in the view of the greatness or number of her foes, because God promises, 

1. To remove all judgments from her; all temporal judgments, such as exile, dispersion, poverty, contempt; all spiritual judgments, such as blindness, unbelief, and hardness of heart. All her enemies shall be cast out, that now possess the land of Israel: and he will undo all that afflict them. Though weak, feeble, and halting, their captivity shall be brought back, never to be repeated; for thou shalt not see evil any more, their troubles now being for ever at an end. 

2. God promises to be in the midst of them, as their king, Messiah, to save them from the power of all evil. He is mighty, yea, Almighty, able to save to the uttermost, and to fulfil all the promises of his word in defiance of whatever opposition may be raised from Satan, sin, death, or hell; and willing as he is able, he will save his faithful people. He will rejoice over thee with joy and singing, the conversion of sinners being the delight of the Redeemer; and he sees then in them the travail of his soul, and is satisfied. He will rest in his love; he will himself feel the highest complacence in the expressions of his favour vouchsafed to his dear and faithful people. 

3. They shall again enjoy the ordinances which have been so long interrupted, and after which they mourned during their dispersion. I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who weep over the desolations of Zion, who are of thee, the true children of the Jerusalem which is above, the mother of us all; to whom the reproach of it was a burden, deeply affected with the insults of their enemies, which was the case of the pious Jews in Babylon, who were, in God's appointed time, restored to their temple and worship at Jerusalem. The Jews in their present dispersion lament also the sad interruption of the service of the sanctuary; and those, who are converted from among them long for the day of their brethren's restoration, when they may be gathered into the church of Christ, and be collected together in their own land, and serve God literally in his holy mountain at Jerusalem, and their reproach be for ever rolled away. 

4. They shall become honourable and respected, as they have been contemned and insulted. I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame, for their rejection of the Messiah: but now, being turned unto the Lord, all Christian lands will praise them for their obedience to the faith; and the fame of their conversion will spread a general joy; they shall then be a name and a praise among all people of the earth; for which happy event all gracious souls should unite their fervent supplications, that the Lord would be pleased to hasten it in his time. 

